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Songwriters in the Round is an extraordinary and exclusive musical and dining experience benefiting The Montverde Fund. This one of 
a kind behind the music concert features Nashville songwriters who have penned classics for some of the top names in music. These 
highly acclaimed artists are known throughout the music industry for their chart-topping songs and their own albums. Guests will join the 
songwriters as they share their songs and the stories behind them, in the spirit of Nashville and the famous Bluebird Café. 

Begin the evening with a sunset cocktail hour and live music, followed by a sumptuous farm-to-table buffet in a stunningly designed barn on 
Sugarloaf Mountain, located not far from the Academy campus. After dinner, guests will be invited to “sit in the round” allowing each guest to 
experience an intimate performance of stories and songs.
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Dana Hunt Black, a 
North Carolina native, 
has lived in Nashville 
since 1993. She signed 
her first publishing deal 
with Double J Music in 
1994 and had her first 
number one song in 
1995 with George Strait’s 
“Check Yes Or No,” 

which went on to win the Song of The Year. While 
at Double J, she landed cuts on the albums of Clay 
Walker, Perfect Stranger and James Bonamy.

While with Neon Sky Music in 1996, she landed 
Gary Allan’s top five debut single “It Would Be 
You,” co-written with Kent Robbins, and “You 
Haven’t Left Me Yet” on George Strait’s “One 
Step At A Time” album. In 1999 her song “Write 
This Down” proved to be another big hit for 
George, staying at number one for four weeks, 
and once again winning Song of The Year. Some 
of her other cuts include “I Know What I Want For 
Christmas” on Strait’s last Christmas album; two 
cuts on George’s self-titled album called “Which 
Side Of The Glass” and “Home Improvement”; 
“Goodnight” recorded by Suzy Bogguss; “Whole 
Night Tonight” cut by Clay Walker; “What Do I Do 
Now” recorded by Tracy Byrd; and “The Thrill Is 
Back” cut by Alan Jackson.

Wil Nance is a multi-
platinum, chart-topping 
songwriter based in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
Initially from House 
Springs, Missouri, Wil 
has called Music City 
home for over 20 years. 

Wil earned his first 
number one song in 
country radio with George 

Strait’s “Round About Way,” a single from Strait’s 
multi-platinum, CMA Album of the Year, Carrying 
Your Love With Me. He has had multiple songs 
recorded by George Strait and has been part 
of over 10 million records sold; some of these 
songs include “Where Have I Been All of My Life” 
and “If Heartaches Were Horses.” Wil hit the top 
of country charts for the second time in 2007 
with his number one hit for Brad Paisley “She’s 
Everything,” from yet another multi-platinum, CMA 
Album of the Year. 

Wil’s songs have been recorded by artists like 
Tracy Lawrence, John Michael Montgomery, 
Joe Nichols, Craig Morgan, Diamond Rio, The 
Oakridge Boys, Easton Corbin, and Mo Pitney.

In the early 90s, 
Jason Byrd found 
himself balancing 
a career in the fire 
department with a 
career in Music City, 
traveling the 490 
miles each way with 
the determination 
to make both of his 
dreams come true.  
It wasn’t until the day 

that Byrd met the legendary George Jones 
that the trajectory of his entire career forever 
changed. Soon, small gigs at local bars and 
honky-tonks turned into major opportunities 
on stages across the country, opening for 
powerhouse artists such as Tracy Lawrence, 
Loretta Lynn, and Dierks Bentley. In the 
summer of 2019, Byrd made the decision to 
retire from his position as the Battalion Chief 
with the Tallahassee Fire Department, but his 
musical story was far from over. Byrd recently 
made the decision to finally resurrect an 
unreleased song he and Jones had worked on 
together many years ago, a song that is now 
his current single “Better Life.”
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