Montverde Academy Upper School English
2021-22 AP Language Summer Reading Requirements
Students who will be enrolled in AP English Language and Composition DO have a summer reading
assignment. Those assignments and the accompanying assessments are listed below. The ISBN numbers
provided are for reference. Students may purchase e-books if they prefer.
If you should have questions regarding the summer reading assignments, please contact:
AP English Language and Composition— Mr. Jonathan Stalma (jonathan.stalma@montverde.org)
AP English Language and Composition (The TWO listed nonfiction text selections below WILL BE
REQUIRED as the summer reading to be read prior to the beginning of school.)

 Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell (Publisher: Back Bay Books (June 1, 2011)
ISBN-10: 0316017930 OR ISBN-13: 978-0316017930)
 Factfulness: The Ten Reasons We’re Wrong About the World by Hans Rosling
(Publisher: Flatiron Books (April 3, 2018) ISBN-10: 1250107814 OR ISBN-13: 978-1250107817)
I. Introductory Assignment for Outliers:

II: Argumentative Essay for Outliers: Argumentative writing requires you to adopt a position
in response to a topic or claim and support your position with evidence or reasoning. It is a
key component of AP Lang & Comp as well as college courses.

This essay is due on the first day of class (printed hard copy + electronic submission—August 2021.)
III. Factfulness Dialectical Journal: Apply the same steps and procedures for the Outliers
Dialectical Journal to your reading of Rosling’s Factfulness. Keep in mind that this text is
more statistical and evidence-based, and this may influence your understanding of the
concepts discussed in each selection, but feel free to document questions or concerns you
have with the chapters to bring into a discussion with classmates.
NOTE: You are welcome to put all dialectical journal entries for Outliers & Factfulness together in
the same document. Please have the Outliers Argumentative Essay on a second document.
(Microsoft Word is REQUIRED for the Argumentative essay. If you have access to your iPad over
the summer, Notability will work best for the journals for updating and editing.)
If you have time, get to know Gladwell from this TedTalk on choice, happiness, & spaghetti sauce!
https://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_gladwell_choice_happiness_and_spaghetti_sauce?language
=en

